PLANTING THE UNITED NATIONS FLAG ON THE MOON: A
PROPOSAL FOR HUMANITY
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SRI NEWSLETTER — December 03, 2024
by Sumana Mukherjee

As we prepare to return to the Moon, we find ourselves at a pivotal moment in history. This moment
holds the potential to redefine the values and aspirations that guide our collective journey. The first
lunar landing in 1969 was a monumental achievement, marking a "giant leap for mankind." Today,
with Artemis and the International Lunar Research Station (ILRS) leading lunar exploration, the
return to the Moon represents a "giant leap for humankind".

This time, our mission transcends technological progress. It's about symbolizing unity, peace, and
equality in an era that desperately needs these values. Space Renaissance International (SRI), in
collaboration with the Space 18th SDG Coalition, proposes a historic act: planting the United Nations
flag on the Moon, before planting the flag of any nation. This symbolic gesture will serve as a guide
to our shared commitment to harmony and collaboration, even as we explore the unknown.

From the vantage point of space, astronauts experience the Overview Effect’], a profound
realization of Earth’s interconnectedness. They see no borders, no divisions but only one fragile,
shared planet. Yet, as we descend back to Earth, the divisions among nations and people become
stark. By planting the UN flag on the Moon, we can change this narrative. It will be a powerful symbol
of global peace, showcasing that humanity’s greatest achievements are born from cooperation, and
fair friendly competition, not conflict.

In a time when geopolitical tensions threaten to overshadow progress, this act would remind us that
our civilization’s future lies in collaboration and mutual respect, a message carried forward by iconic
partnerships like Apollo-Soyuz, Mir, and the International Space Station.

1 Leonard David, “Space philosopher Frank White on 'The Overview Effect' and humanity's connection with Earth”

https://www.space.com/frank-white-overview-effect



https://www.space.com/frank-white-overview-effect

The world has come far since 1969, striving for equality across many aspects of life. Yet, space
exploration remains a domain dominated by a few spacefaring nations. While the opportunities in
space are expanding, the wealth and resources to access these opportunities are still concentrated.
The act of planting the UN flag on the Moon would hence be significant as it will reinforce the idea
that space belongs to ALL of humanity, and the benefits of space, as well as access to space, should
be for ALL.

This proposal aligns seamlessly with the principles of the 18t Sustainable Development Goal (SDG):
leveraging civilian and sustainable space development to achieve the other 17 SDGs. The Moon
missions can inspire a future where space exploration and settlement continue to address global
challenges like poverty, inequality, and environmental issues. It is our responsibility to ensure that
this next chapter in lunar development encourages hope and equality among all Earthlings.

Returning to the Moon is no longer just about science and exploration: it’s about restoring faith in
our collective future. Planting a UN flag will send a message to future generations: that humanity’s
legacy is not defined by borders, but by courage to dream beyond them. It would inspire young
minds to believe in a world where collaboration triumphs, along with fair competition, where
progress uplifts all, and where dreams of a sustainable and equitable future are achievable.

The Moon is a destination where humanity’s loftiest ideals can be realized for the entire universe to
see. Planting the UN flag on the Moon — a flag by humanity, for humanity, and of humanity — is a
call to demonstrate that our species is capable of unity amidst diversity. We hope this act to be a
significant first step in creating a future where space exploration becomes the bridge to a better
world.

SRI has recently sent a letter to both the Heads of the ARTEMIS Accords and the International
Lunar Research Station (ILRS), proposing to plant a U.N. flag, before planting their own national
flags. In its letter, SRl is also proposing to accept NGOs as observers.

Remain connected: the SRI Newsletter cycle will be soon sided by a new cycle. The SRI “Insights” cycle will
provide a bit wider articles and small papers, deepening some aspects of the space facts, such as science,
technique, politics, philosophy, and anthropology. The first episode will likely be issued in January 2025.

Join the Space 18" SDG Coalition! https://spacerenaissance.space/sign-the-18th-sdg/

Join the Space Renaissance! https://spacerenaissance.space/membership/international-membership-

registration/

Also, see the SRI Position Paper on the Key Critical Issues before 2030. https://www.amazon.com/position-paper-
critical-issues-toward/dp/BOCVVPENKT/

Join the Space 18 SDG Coalition https://spacerenaissance.space/sign-the-18th-sdg/

Stay tuned with the campaign for Space 18 SDG: https://spacel8thsdg.space/

Join the SRI Crew: https://spacerenaissance.space/membership/international-membership-registration/

Donate some money to SRI: https://spacerenaissance.space/donate-to-space-renaissance/

Watch and subscribe to the Space Renaissance YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@spacerenaissance

See this article online: https://spacerenaissance.space/sri-newsletter-dec-2024-planting-the-united-nations-
flag-on-the-moon-a-proposal-for-humanity/

Want to discuss this? Please do it on the SRI Open Forum: https://groups.google.com/g/sri-open-
forum/c/WWdxLTvORVA/m/XN4gyh tAQAJ
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